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minute, hard and tense. Towards midnight, however, a copious warm perspi¬ 
ration, as well as a red miliary eruption, broke out over the body, and from that 
period he gradually recovered. 

Acute inflammation of the aorta is always a disease difficult to distinguish. 
Dr. Thierfelder considers the peculiar cough which attends sufficient in most 
cases to declare the nature of the malady. He always found it very frequent 
and very hard.— Edinburgh. Med. Surg. Journ., Oct. 1840; from Ammon's Mo- 
natschrift, April, 1840. 

34. Hypertrophy of Columnar, Carnex. —Mr. Adams found, on making an in¬ 
cision into the cavities of the heart of a man, who had been subject to violent 
paroxysms of dyspnoea and palpitation, in one of which he expired, the left ven¬ 
tricle almost entirely filled by the enlarged column* came®, two of which were 
particularly enlarged, as well as the chordx tendinex of the mitral valve.— Dublin 
Journ. Med. Sci., July, 1840. 

35. Hooping Cough more than once in the same Individual. —Dr. Wm. England 
states that he has now under his care a boy five years of age labouring under 
hooping cough, who had the same disease when about a year old. It is also 
said that a maternal aunt and uncle of this child also were twice affected with 
pertussis, first when infants but a few months old, and the annt a second time 
when seven years of age, and the uncle a second time when forty-five years of 
age.— Lond. Med. Gaz, May, 1840. 

36. Strychnine in Neuralgia. — Mr. Pidduck has employed strychnia in six 
cases of neuralgia, with so much advantage as to entitle the remedy to further 
trials. No benefit is of course to be expected from it, in cases of the disease 
where there is any mechanical cause of irritation affecting the nerve at its origin 
or along its course.— Lond. Med. Gaz. Aug. 1840. 


SURGICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS AND OPERATIVE 

SURGERY. 

37. Congenital Dislocation of the Humerus reduced after sixteen years .—By M. 
Gaillard, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu, of Poictiers. The following is an abstract 
of a report to the Royal Academy of Medicine, drawn up by MM. Cannet and 
Bouvier. They consider the case as very curious, and without a parallel in the 
history of surgery. 

Mademoiselle L. B. a few days after birth presented a deformity of the left 
superior extremity with much pain during its movements. The elbow was 
thrown from the body, the forearm semiflexed, and the hand in a state of prona¬ 
tion. During her infancy she could not bring the elbow near the trunk, nor 
raise her hand higher than the chin. The limb was often painful during her 
early years; but latterly the pain had only come on when the limb had been long 
fixed in one position. When M. Gaillard saw her in 1836 she was sixteen 
years of age. He found in the posterior part of the shoulders projection formed 
by the head of the humerus, which was placed in the subspinous fossa of the 
scapula, above the middle part of the spine, which was curved by the pressure 
it had undergone. On moving the arm, the head of the bone was felt rolling 
under the fingers, and it appeared abraded from rubbing on an irregular surface. 
The hand could not be brought to a state of supination. The forearm could not 
be extended on account of the permanent contraction of the biceps. Elevation 
and rotation of the arm were impossible. 

On the 5th of January, 1837, the patient was placed on a stool, a cushion was 
applied to the external border of the scapula, and maintained by two cords pass¬ 
ing from its extremities and attached to two fixed rings. The arm directed hori¬ 
zontally inwards was then submitted to the action of a weight of sixteen pounds. 
The weight was suspended at the end of a cord which passed through a fixed 
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pulley, and was attached to a bracelet fixed above the elbow. Time after time 
M. Gaillard increased the power of the traction, occasionally adding his efforts 
to the force exercised by the weights. The extension prolonged from twenty to 
twenty-five minutes was repeated on the 10th and 11th of January, each time 
bringing the head of the humerus nearer the glenoid cavity, and with no other 
inconvenience than a slight pain and swelling of the arm. On the 13th the head 
of the humerus was more moveable. Further traction was employed, the arm 
being always placed horizontally. The humerus yielded, glided over the sca¬ 
pula for the space of an inch and a half, and approached the glenoid cavity. M. 
Gaillard then seized the elbow, and by carrying it backwards and upwards he 
directed the head of the humerus downwards and forwards, then lowering the 
limb he felt the head pass under the acromial arch, and leap over a projection 
which appeared to belong to the articular cavity. The arm was now in con¬ 
tact with the trunk, it was sensibly lengthened, and all its movements could be 
executed with ease. 

The dislocation, however, recurred again and again, and was as often reduced. 
The difficulty was to maintain the bone after reduction. This, however, was 
effected by careful bandaging. The patient suffered considerable pain at times, 
but was relieved by the application of leeches. From the first reduction to the 
entire cessation of pain a period of more than two year3 elapsed; but the cure 
was then complete, the patient using the limb equally as well as the other. 
Bulletin de l ’ Acad. R. de Med., June 30, 1840. 

38. Dislocation of both radio-carpal articulations. —Mr. N. .1. IIaydon has re¬ 
corded, in the Lond. Med. Gaz. (Sept. 1840,) a case of this accident, which is 
of very rare occurrence, and the present one is further interesting from the 
curious circumstance that in one person from the same accident and from a force 
applied in the same manner, there was in one limb a dislocation of the carpus 
backward and in the other forward. 

The subject of this case was a boy 13 years of age, who had been violently 
thrown from a horse, and fell on the upper part of the palms of both hands and 
on his forehead. The scalp was lacerated about two inches in length over the 
left eyebrows; the left wrist presented a considerable protuberance on its ante¬ 
rior aspect; the styloid process of the radius no longer had its position opposite 
to the trapezium, but was thrown before the carpus, and took up its residence 
on the scaphoid and trapezium: the ulna was dislocated from the radius, and 
rested on the unciform bone, the forearm was slightly bent on the humerus; the 
fingers similarly flexed on the hand throughout their articulations. During the 
reduction of this wrist the patient complained of no pain. 

The right wrist presented a very considerable tumor on its posterior aspect, 
occasioned by the presence of the carpal head of the radius and ulna, and a very 
irregular knotty tumor terminating abruptly on its anterior aspect, caused by 
the presence of the bones of the carpus. The forearm was very considerably 
flexed on the humerus, and in a state between pronation and supination; the 
thumb strongly abducted; the metacarpal phalangeal articulations in a state of 
the greatest extension on the metacarpus; the two extreme joints slightly flexed. 
There was a strong aversion to have the arm moved, the slightest motion caus¬ 
ing extreme agony: there existed in this arm no dislocation of the ulna from 
the radius. A very careful examination was made to determine what parts 
came in contact with the resisting force. Very extensive bruises were found on 
the palms of both hands, but not the slightest on the back of either hand. There 
was not the slightest evidence of any fracture existing, moreover within an hour 
after the dislocations were reduced the patient could rotate the hand, and supine 
it when prone. 

Reduction was effected in the following manner: the left elbow being fixed, 
extension was made from the hand, at the same time gradually flexing the hand 
on the forearm. The right wrist, the elbow being fixed, was reduced by firmly 
grasping the thumb, the operator’s thumb being applied over the outer part of 
its metacarpal bone, while his index-finger firmly embraced its ball; gradual 



